The Planets of Our Solar System Review Sheet
Why are they called the Inner planets?

· They are closer together and closer to the sun

Mercury

· Smallest planet in the solar system

· Planet with the longest day

· Fastest orbiting planet

· Caloris Basin is the largest impact crater in the solar system

· 70% metallic components

Why does Mercury have a large amount of impact craters?

· There is virtually no atmosphere to stop objects from hitting the surface
Venus

· Hottest planet in the solar system

· Has the densest atmosphere in the solar system

· Often called “Earth’s twin” because they are similar in size, gravity, and bulk composition 

· Large numbers of volcanoes

· Low number of impact craters

Mars

· Called the “red planet”

· Caused by the iron oxide on the surface

· Has volcanoes, valleys, deserts and polar ice caps

· No liquid water has been found

· Largest volcano in the solar system called “Olympus Mons”

Mars- moons
· Phobos and Deimos
Can we live on the other inner planets?  Why or why not?

· No because there is not an appropriate atmosphere, no liquid water and the temperatures are too hot/cold

Outer Planets

· The outer planets are also called “gas giants”

· These planets are much larger than the others in the solar system

· These planets are less dense than the others in the solar system

Jupiter

· Largest planet in the solar system

· Planet with the shortest day

Jupiter- moons
· 17 moons (the 4 Galilean moons are Io, Europa, Ganymede, and Callisto
· Possibility of liquid water on Europa

Saturn

· Second largest planet in the solar system

· Has the most easily visible ring system in the solar system

· The rings are made of ice and other matter

· The rings are not solid, but appear connected from far away

Saturn- moons
· 18 or more moons (Largest is Titan, 2nd largest is Rhea)
· Rhea has its own ring system

Uranus

· Extreme seasonal variation in weather

· Rotates counter clockwise and on its side

· Contains a lot of ice

Neptune

· Contains a lot of ice
· Neptune’s Great Dark Spot is a continuous giant storm

What makes Neptune look blue?

· Methane 
Dwarf Planets

· Pluto and Eris are dwarf planets

· The area beyond Neptune is called the Kuiper belt

· This is where most dwarf planets are found

Which planets have a ring system?

· All of the outer planets
Which two planets rotate counter clockwise?

· Venus and Uranus

Which planet rotates on its side?
· Uranus

What is the order of the planets in distance from the sun?

· Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune

