Fossils and Human Impact Review Sheet

· Fossils: the remains of a once-living thing from long ago

· Fossils are found in sedimentary rocks

· Original remains: a fossil that is the actual body or body parts of an organism

· Ice

· Best preserver of remains

· The animal dies in the water, the water then freezes around the animal preserving it

· Amber

· Insects get trapped in the tree sap which then hardens (called amber)

· Tar

· Animals get stuck and die in the black, sticky tar which surrounds the animals and preserves them

· Four types of fossil in rock

· Molds and casts

· Mold: a visible shape that was left after an animal or plant was buried in sediment then decayed away (example: play dough)

· Cast: minerals that fill the mold (example: sea shell)

· Petrified wood

· Minerals move into the cells of the tree and turn it to stone

· Carbon films

· The image of an animal or plant after it decays and leaves it’s carbon picture behind (looks like a painting on a rock)

· Trace fossils

· Evidence of an animal’s presence in a given location

· Can tell you how fast animals were moving, how they lived, what they ate and how they behaved
· Some ways humans have impacted the earth

· Agricultural waste

· Waste from farms

· Toxic (or harmful) substances used to kill plant pests and diseases include: pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides

· Mining

· Many mines use toxic (or harmful) substances such as acid and cyanide

· Oil spills

· Accidents result in oil spilling into the ocean- this causes damage to the sea and land where many animals live
· Oil is very difficult to get out of the environment

· Radioactive waste

· Radioactive substances contain large amounts of energy and can harm the tissues of living things

· Very difficult to dispose of radioactive waste without causing harm

· Space “junk”
· Humans send things into space and leave them there when they break- this causes a lot of debris around Earth

